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		/meeting 36/2018-19

	The Minutes of the Meeting of the Great Witley and Hillhampton Parish Council 

	

	Held at the Great Witley Village Hall on Wednesday 10th July 2019

	



	Present: Chairman, Cllr F Chapman (FC).

	
FC asked Mrs Portia Trow (PT) to leave the room while her co-option was discussed.  BD proposed PT and CD seconded.  All agreed with a show of hands and PT was co-opted onto the Parish Council. PT was then called back into the room to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	

	In Attendance: Clerk, J Evans, Cllrs C Shaw (CS), C Dermietzel (CD), A Goodman (AG), N Drew (ND), C Jones (CJ), B Dallow (BD), A Symonds (AS), P Trow (PT) and D.Cllr P Cumming (PC) (arrived late)



	1.
	Apologies: C Cllr K Pollock (KP).

	
	
	
	

	2.
	There were no declarations of interest.

	3.
	There were no applications for dispensation.

	
ND then angrily spoke in response to an email he had sent regarding the PC’s response to MHDC Planing on his application for a static caravan park at Hillhampton Farm.   He accused the Clerk of “hiding behind CALC” and asked if he was going to be allowed to speak as he had asked for his application to be included on this meeting’s Agenda?  JE replied that she was not “hiding behind CALC” but as the PC was an affiliated member she was seeking their advice as ND was not only a Parish Councillor but the application was also for his own personal financial gain. As our comments had been sent to MHDC Planning Department there did not seem any point arguing any further and that any subsequent comments ND had should be made direct to MHDC.   CALC advised the following: 

The agenda is to be agreed between the Clerk and the Chairman. 
I would agree that for any representation from Cllr. Drew this should be to Malvern Hills DC. I would highlight to Cllr. Drew that you are only a consultee and therefore the final decision rests with MHDC and they are free to disregard the Council’s comments, especially if he can prove to MHDC that something within them is incorrect.
 
Cllr Drew is free to raise it up under public participation, but would need to obey the rules of this section of the Standing Orders (e.g. he may only have 3 minutes to speak his piece)
If you were to include it on the agenda, it is difficult to know what you could agree. Also as you have stated he has a financial interest he would need to leave the meeting after making a brief statement to the Council.

FC allowed ND to speak who in raised tones asked if the Clerk was going to time him to 3 minutes.  To which the Clerk replied yes. ND then in a more composed tone apologised for his email and said that he expected the Parish Council to object to his application, but he did not expect the exaggerated comments.  FC’s comment regarding the amount of traffic using the lane was absurd due to the Curradine Barns being a Wedding venue, there being an industrial park, school traffic and 6 farms locally all using the lane.

ND’s next point was relating to the concerns over ‘migrant workers’, a term his did not like and would prefer to refer to them as workers who are from Eastern European countries but who he had found to be very respectful and he had never received any negative comments from local parishioners.  They have a few parties but so do the residents.

ND disputed the PC’s comment relating to the frequency and type of buses using the lane saying that in his opinion 4 buses are regular.

Comments relating to the pathway being in an unusable state, ND said as it is present it should be cleared to make it passable.  It is the PC’s responsibility to make it clear.

CD queried the irrigation lakes saying she was upset that ND had said they were for irrigation use as this does not seem to be the case.  ND answered that the Pains land and Wulstans Farm are irrigated by the lakes and thus this saves mains water.

Where the PC made comment that the Application was not consistent to what ND had verbally stated in the Extra-Ordinary meeting of 6th June 2019, he said that the caravans were to be sold.  Residents could buy the caravans and then pay rent on the site.  He is not trying to create cheap homes for migrant workers.

ND once again apologised.

FC said that if ND pursued lodges instead of caravans and remove the ones near the top of the site, this demonstration of intent may allay some of the residents’ fears.

ND said that the application was in his name because it is his land but his daughter, Laura and his son want to move into leisure activity on the farm.  This area cannot be farmed.  ND is happy to discuss any alterations to a future application for support from the PC but he is not happy to accept the allegations made.

This current application has been withdrawn but ND will now carry out a Highway Survey and Visual Impact Survey and then re-submit an application.

FC suggested that ND might was to produce a short brochure for the residents of Hillhampton which may allay any fears they may have.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ND said that the people who write in are not from there, but he will.

FC said he should sell the idea wider.  He reported that Alfie Best of Dunley said that lodges were the way forward.

FC made it clear that he would like the pathway cleared but  WCC will not schedule these works  yet.  PT said that you cannot walk it.

The Clerk reminded FC that ND had spoken for over his allowed 3 minutes and moved the meeting on.  FC allowed ND to stay present for the rest of the meeting although in accordance with the Standing Orders he was required to leave after speaking.

The Meeting was then closed for Public Question Time of which there was 1 member of the public:

The recent problem of raw sewage being forced through the road surface and accumulating in a resident’s garden due to a blockage caused in Fountain Court.  Severn Trent urgently attended situation and found un-flushables had caused the blockage.  Fountains of raw sewage ran into the road and it took several days to repair.  Environmental Health said that this kind of problem could contaminate the brook leading to the fishing pools and the Heritage pools.

BD suggested writing to the residents of Fountain Court, Severn Trent and the Environmental Agency.  ACTION: AS said he would publish the letter on Nextdoor to the Fountain Court residents.  ACTION: the Clerk would report the collapsed drain cover at Fountain Court to Highways again.

A letter was circulated from Terry Harris who was complaining about his neighbour’s hedge needing to be cut back further as it was making visibility when exiting his drive poor.  CJ believed the drive is awkward, and the hedge would benefit from a further trim.  The bigger problem is with speeding traffic and bycycles travelling fast down the hill from Abberley on the blind bend.

CS asked if the landowner could be approached to trim some more off the hedge without exposing any dead wood which in turn may cause damage to the hedge.  By keeping any trimmings to the green part, the hedge would remain healthy.

CJ will speak firstly to the head owner to see if any more could be trimmed out of the middle of the hedge and if so, the PC would be very grateful.

The public question time session ended at 2025.


	4.
	The Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary meeting held on 6th June 2019 we approved and signed.

	
	
	
	

	5.
	a.  The Clerk had nothing to report.
b.  CS had nothing new to report.
c.  CJ said that the Lengthsman was doing a good job and that hopefully the bus shelter would receive it’s urgently needed maintenance repairs by the end of July.
d.  FC informed the PC that Mr D Clarke had been invited to speak at the next meeting in September to explain his comments further on our draft of the NPWP.

	6.
	PT agreed to put her name forward to the training session for new Councillors provided by CALC.

	7.
	a. Please see D.Cllr PC report attached: ..\REPORTS\District Councillor July 2019.pdf
PC reported that the Tree Preservation Order at Orchard Farm had been placed on 7 out of the 12 trees, 5 had been excluded.  
b. Please see C.Cllr KP report attached: ..\REPORTS\K Pollock 190710.docx 
FC read out KP’s report.  FC summarised that the present SWDP is for more urban housing rather than in rural areas but KP does not agree and thinks that people will travel further to work.  FC’s personal view is different to this.  ND pointed out his concerns that the bridge at Holt was originally for the use of horse and carts and asked where was the promised Northern Link through Hallow?

	8.
	19/00063/HP Springfield, Stanford Road – the PC were in support of this application.

	9.
	a.  Paid invoices and remittances were circulated and approved prior to the meeting and available for inspection.
b.  The bank reconciliation was supplied and agreed.
c.  The budge comparison was supplied and agreed.

	10.
	Jeanetter Walters email was circulated and discussed regarding whether we have space for a clothes recycling bin for a children’s air ambulance charity.  ACTION: FC will find out more about this charity as space in the Village Hall car park is very limited, especially at school drop off and collection times.

ACTION: FC will also chase HMRC regarding the issues with the VAT claimed back for the outdoors leisure facilities and whether we can start charging using the facilities to cover the costs of maintenance.

	11.
	CS asked whether it would at all be possible to have a cut through from the Quaterman’s field?  Mrs Quarterman who was present in the public audience said unfortunately this would not be possible.  She agreed it was necessary but it would never be granted.

The framed picture of Witley Court that the artist Chris Davies had sketched in his art demo at the Annual Parish Meeting in May was shown to the PC and FC will hang it in the small meeting room.


	12.
	Date of next meeting: It was agreed by a show of hands that the next meeting will be at Great Witley Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18th September  2019.

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	The meeting closed at 21:15pm

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Signed ……………………………………..               Date ……………………………………..

	
	
	
	

	
	Chairman




	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	












